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Why Consider Economic and Demographic Data? 
Some Context for Today’s Discussion

Uses:

• Stimulate discussion;

• Affirm or challenge current 
perceptions;

• Identify local strengths and 
weaknesses;

• Recognize and prepare for 
change.

Considerations: 

• Looking for patterns, not a 
single answer;

• More concerned with trends 
than precision;

• Focus more attention on 
comparing figures rather than 
ranking them.
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Occupation Total Employment Mean Wages 

Total, All Occupations 8,030 $47,490 

Food Preparation and Serving Related 1,250 $30,320 

Office and Administrative Support 1,030 $41,830 

Sales and Related 910 $40,410 

Transportation and Material Moving 600 $42,390 

Construction and Extraction 570 $55,480 

Building and Grounds Cleaning/Maintenance 530 $35,930 

Educational Instruction and Library 500 $54,320 

Installation, Maintenance, and Repair 440 $52,360 

Management 380 $100,670 

Production 350 $42,230 

Business and Financial Operations 260 $69,830 

Protective Service 260 $49,120 

Healthcare Practitioners and Technical 250 $75,300 

Healthcare Support 250 $35,970 

Total, All Occupations 8,030 $47,490 

Vilas County Average Wage by Occupation and Home Purchase Perspectives – 
15 Largest Occupation Categories by Total Employment 

Data Source: Wisconsin Department of Workforce Development
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Electricians

Operating Engineers and Construction Equipment…

Highway Maintenance Workers
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North Central Wisconsin Workforce Development Area* –
Annual Openings in Construction-Relate Occupations (2022 to 2032 Projections)

Labor Force Exits

Occupational Transfers

Growth

*Adams, Forest, Langlade, Lincoln, Marathon, Oneida, 
Portage, Vilas and Wood Counties



38Sources: U.S. Census Bureau and Wisconsin Department of Administration
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August 2025 is 
41.5% higher than 

August 2020
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For More Information

Matt Kures
Community Economic Development Specialist and Researcher

Community Development Institute
Division of Extension

University of Wisconsin-Madison

https://economicdevelopment.extension.wisc.edu/
@uwexcced

3500 University Ave, Madison, WI 53705
Phone  608-265-8258     matthew.kures@wisc.edu

https://economicdevelopment.extension.wisc.edu/
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